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NEWSLETTER - PASS IT ON
From the March 1947 magazine. Bill W.

We're A.A.s First
Our A.A. experience has been raising the
following set of important, but as yet unresolved quesons. First, should A.A. as a
whole enter the outside ﬁelds of hospitalizaon, research and non-controversial alcohol educaon? Second, is an A.A. member, acng strictly as an individual, jusﬁed
in bringing his special experience and
knowledge into such enterprises? And
thirdly, if an A.A. member does take up
these phases of the total alcohol problem,
under what condions should he work?
With respect to these quesons, almost
any opinion can be heard among our
groups. Generally speaking, there are three
schools of thought, the "do everything"
school; the "do something" school; and, the
"do nothing" school.
We have A.A.s so fearful we may become
entangled, or somehow exploited, that
they would keep us a strictly closed corporaon. They would exert the strongest possible pressure to prevent all A.A.s, whether

as individuals or groups, from doing anything at all about the total alcohol problem, except, of course, their straight A.A.
work. They see the spectre of the Washingtonian movement among alcoholics of
a hundred years ago which fell into disunity partly because its members publicly
took up cudgels for abolion, prohibion-and what not. These A.A.s believe that we
must preserve our isolaon at any cost;
that we must keep absolutely to ourselves
if we would avoid like perils.
Then we have the A.A. who would have us
"do everything" for the total alcohol problem--anyme, anyplace and any way! In
his enthusiasm, he not only thinks his beloved A.A. a "cure-all" for drunks, but he
also thinks we have the answer for everything and everybody touching alcohol. He
strongly feels that A.A. ought to place its
name and ﬁnancial credit squarely behind
any ﬁrst rate research, hospital or educaonal project. Seeing that A.A. now makes
the headlines, he argues that we should
freely loan out our huge good will. Says
he, "Why shouldn't we A.A.s stand right

up in public and be counted? Millions could
be raised easily for good works in alcohol."
The judgment of this enthusiast is somemes beclouded by the fact he wants to
make a career. But with most who enthuse
so carelessly, I'm sure it's more o1en a case
of sheer exuberance plus, in many instances, a deep sense of social responsibility.
Policy Now Clear
So we have with us the enthusiasts and the
ultra-cauous; the "do everythings" and
the "do nothings." But the average A.A. is
not so worried about these phenomena as
he used to be. He knows that out of the
heat and smoke there will soon come light.
Presently there will issue an enlightened
policy, palatable to everyone. Tested by
me, that policy, if sound, will become A.A.
tradion.
…... Continued on Page 2
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“Step 6 – Were enrely ready to
have God remove all these defects
of character”

Has my work been solid so far? Are
the stones in place? Have I skimped
on the cement? Pg 75 Big Book
I’m glad one of my groups in my ﬁrst
year was a tradion study. I learned
there is no room to compromise the
primary purpose.
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Somemes I've feared that A.A. would
never bring forth a workable policy. Nor
was my fear abated as my own views
swung with complete inconsistency from
one extreme to the other. But I should
have had more faith. We are commencing
to have enough of the strong light of experience to see more surely; to be able to
say with more certainty what we can, and
what we surely cannot do, about causes
such as educaon, research and the like.
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For example, we can say quite emphacally that neither A.A. as a whole nor any
A.A. Group ought to enter any other acvity than straight A.A. As groups, we cannot
endorse, ﬁnance or form an alliance with
any other cause, however good; we cannot link the A.A. name to other enterprises in the alcohol ﬁeld to the extent that
the public gets the impression we have
abandoned our sole aim. We must discourage our members and our friends in
these ﬁelds from stressing the A.A. name
in their publicity or appeals for funds. To
act otherwise will certainly imperil our
unity, and to maintain our unity is surely

our greatest obligaon--to our brother alcoholics and the public at large. Experience,
we think, has already made these principles
self-evident.
Though we now come to more debatable
ground, we must earnestly ask ourselves
whether any of us, as individuals, ought to
carry our special experience into other phases of the alcohol problem. Do we not owe
this much to society, and can it be done
without involving A.A. as a whole?
To my mind, the "do nothing" policy has
become unthinkable, partly because I'm
sure that our members can work in other
non-controversial alcohol acvies without
jeopardizing A.A., if they observe a few simple precauons, and partly because I have
developed a deep convicon that to do less
would be to deprive the whole of society of
the immensely valuable contribuons we
could almost certainly make. Though we are
A.A.s, and A.A. must come ﬁrst, we are also
cizens of the world. Besides, we are, like
our good friends the physicians, honorbound to share all we know with all men.
…... Connued on Page 3
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BOOKSTORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The Bookstore is open because of
Volunteers like you!!!
Come join our team at the Central
Oﬃce Bookstore and help us keep
our doors open!
We have shi1s available Monday Saturday (4 & 5 hours) morning,
a1ernoon
or
evening.
Please contact our Volunteer Coordinator Theresa 509-598-6084

If you are in the Sea?le Area on August 18th

Greater Sea'le Intergroup
Annual Summer Picnic
Lower Woodland Park, Shelters 1,2, & 3.

We're A.A.s First

….. Connued from page 2

Therefore it seems to me that some of us must heed the call from other ﬁelds. And those
who do need only remember ﬁrst and last they are A.A.s; that in their new acvies they
are individuals only. This means that they will respect the principle of anonymity in the
press; that if they do appear before the general public they will not describe themselves as
A.A.s; that they will refrain from emphasizing their A.A. status in appeals for money or publicity.
These simple principles of conduct, if conscienously applied, could soon dispel all fears,
reasonable and unreasonable, which many A.A.s now entertain. On such a basis A.A. as a
whole could remain uncommi?ed yet friendly to any non-controversial cause seeking to
write a brighter page in the dark annals of alcoholism.
A concluding word. Several years ago, I believed that we might, in a limited and cauous
way, lend our name to selected outside ventures. One of these was a very promising educaonal project. I was asked by faculty members of Yale University sponsoring the Naonal
Commi?ee for Educaon on Alcoholism whether they might hire an A.A. And could that
A.A., for this special purpose, break anonymity? My answer was that of course an A.A.
could be engaged; that such an engagement could not, by any imaginaon, be a professionalizaon of A.A. as the work to be done would be in another ﬁeld enrely; that if an A.A.
could make a be?er educator, then why not? Though there has never been much queson
that this was sound enough policy, the same could not be said for my reply on the ma?er of
dropping anonymity, to which, in this instance, I gave approval.
That course has since proved mistaken. A good A.A. friend of mine took this parcular post
and then dropped anonymity. The ﬁrst eﬀect was good. It brought A.A. a considerable
amount of publicity and many members. On the educaonal side the public was made conscious as never before that alcoholism is a sickness and that something could be done
about it. So far, very good.
But of late, some confusion has arisen. Because of the large amount of publicity linking the
A.A. name and that of the educaonal project, the public tends to think A.A. as a whole has
gone in for alcohol educaon. And when the A.A. name became associated in the public
mind with a fund raising campaign, there was sll more confusion. Some givers were under
the impression they were contribung to A.A., only to be told by friends that A.A. did not
solicit money. Hence a long-term liability of dropping anonymity is beginning to oﬀset its
short-term advantages. As experience makes this more clear, not only to me, but to my
friends of the university and of the educaonal commi?ee, they agree perfectly and are
now endeavoring to correct the situaon.
Naturally, and most earnestly, I hope that none of those involved or the work of the commi?ee will suﬀer to any degree from our mistake. Such, a1er all, is the purpose of trial and
error by which we all learn and grow.
Brieﬂy summarizing, I'm rather sure our policy with respect to "outside" projects will turn
out to be this: A.A. does not sponsor projects in other ﬁelds. But, if these projects are construcve and non-controversial in character, A.A. members are free to engage in them
without cricism if they act as individuals only, and are careful of the A.A. name. Perhaps
that's it. Shall we try it?
-- Bill W.
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A.A. Literature

The Promises

ANNOUNCING A NEW BOOK FROM GRAPEVINE

From pages 83-84 of the Big Book

If we are painstaking about this
phase of our development, we will
be amazed before we are half way
through. We are going to know a
new freedom and a new happiness.
We will not regret the past nor
wish to shut the door on it. We will
comprehend the word serenity
and we will know peace.
No matter how far down the scale
we have gone, we will see how our
experiences can beneit others.
That feeling of uselessness and self
-pity will disappear. We will lose
interest in selish things and gain
interest in our fellows.

Just published!

Self-seeking will slip away. Our
whole attitude and outlook upon
life will change. Fear of people and
of economic insecurity will leave
us. We will intuitively know how Take Me To
to handle situations which used to Your Sponsor
bafle us. We will suddenly realize Best Jokes & Cartoons
that God is doing for us what we from AA Grapevine
could not do for ourselves.
Sobriety can be tough sometimes, which is why recovering alcoAre these extravagant promises? holics can always use a good laugh. In AA, members learn to not
We think not. They are being ful- take themselves too seriously, to be happy, joyous and free.
illed among us – sometimes quick- Luckily, sobriety can be pretty darn amusing. Two of the most bely, sometimes slowly. They will al- loved departments of Grapevine are the “At Wit’s End” jokes and
ways materialize if we work for the cartoons, all contributed and drawn by AA members.
them.
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“Our spiritual way of life is safe for future generations if, as a Society, we resist the
temptation to receive money from the outside world. But this leaves us with a responsibility – one that every member ought to understand. We cannot skimp when the
treasurer of our group passes the hat. Our groups, our areas, and A.A. as a whole will
not function unless our services are suficient and their bills are paid.”
—Bill W., 1957, reprinted from A.A. pamphlet Where Money & Spirituality Mix
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